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Please join us 

every Wednesday 

throughout the 

season of Lent 

for a soup supper 

at 6 p.m., 

followed by 

worship at 

7 p.m. 

 

I’ll be the first to admit it: my crystal ball 
has some cloudy patches. I was thinking 
that I’d just sit down and paint a 
compelling verbal picture for you of what 
Redeemer will look like in five years. But, 
try as I might, the picture just isn’t 
crystallizing.  
     I have to tell you – the cloudy patches 
are frustrating. You see, for a long time 
I’ve been convinced that one of the most 
important tasks of leadership is to 
communicate “a vision of a preferred 
future.” In fact, having a compelling vision 
is crucial to determining what our 
upcoming strategy should be. After all, 
how can we chart a strategic course if 
we’re not clear on the destination?  
     But the honest truth is: my vision is 
fuzzy. Or maybe a better way to put it is – 
there are some things I can see, and 
some things I just can’t.  
     What I can envision is a community of 
250 people here in weekly worship. I can 
easily sense the vitality, the energy, the 
new critical mass for doing new ministry. I 
can imagine 20 more families with kids, 
with all the hustle and bustle they bring. I 
can picture 30 more young adults 
clustered in conversation, building 
relationships and enthusiastically serving 
together. I can see another 20 new 
people in their 40’s and 50’s – ready for a 
fresh start in a new church, and bringing 
a wealth of experience with them. I can 
see an additional 10 seniors in our midst, 
energizing our senior ministry, and 
wonderfully rounding out the generations. 
     What I can’t envision is exactly what 
everyone’s particular gifts, passions, 
personalities and new ideas might be like. 
I can’t see what new initiatives we might 
be engaged in. I can’t begin to picture 
what new levels of creativity and 
commitment are on the horizon.  
 

 
The weird thing is, I’m just as excited 
about what I can’t see as what I can see. 
The past 10 years of life here have taught 
me that God always has more in store for 
us than we can see or imagine. 
     When I stop and think about it, my 
vision is almost exactly the same as it 
was 10 years ago. When Carol and I 
came here in the summer of 2000, there 
were some things that we could easily 
envision and other things about which we 
were clueless.  
     We could see the potential for God to 
build on what was good here. We could 
envision the general shape of how things 
could develop if God blessed our efforts, 
our limited vision and our strategy. But 
there have been plenty of surprises along 
the way, too. Lots of things that we could 
never have seen on the horizon. 
     And so, as we discuss our proposed 
Strategy Statement and chart our 
strategic course together in the next few 
months, I’m excited about what’s ahead 
for all of us in 2015 – all the things we 
can see as well as all the things we can’t. 
I hope you are, too.  
     And I hope that you truly engage 
yourself in the series of conversations 
we’ll be having between now and our 
annual meeting on June 6, 2010, as we 
refine our vision and our strategy.   
     The future’s looking good. 
 
                                       – Pastor Fre d 
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At our 2009 Annual Meeting held in May, we presented the year-to-date and the projected 
2008-2009 fiscal year figures compared to budget. Though a little late, we want to share how 
the fiscal year actually ended, in the interest of full financial disclosure.  
     Again, we ended the 2008-2009 fiscal year on June 30, 2009, in a strong financial position. 
Our giving and overall income (which includes building income) came in at 5% over budget. On 
the expense side, we operated at about 11% under budget, meaning we ended our last fiscal 
year more than $50,000 ahead of plan. And that’s just our annual budget. 
     There’s more to the picture. In addition to our annual budget, we took in $76,450 (and spent 
$10,750) for the final year of our Next Wave Campaign, and we brought in $9,275 of non-
budgeted contributions that were directly passed on for eight different partner ministries, 
including ELCA World Hunger, the CROP Walk and the school in Bangladesh.  
     Thanks for your faithful and generous giving. Let’s continue to encourage each other to 
support our shared vision of “changing lives”!    
                                                                                                                        - Conni Brown 
 
 
 
 7/1/08-6/30/09  

Actual 
7/1/08-6/30/09 

Budget 
 

Difference 
Income    

Visitor and Cash 
Contributions 

$258,627 $245,000 $13,627 

Facilities Income $63,350 $59,100 $4,250 
Memorials and Fund 

Raisers 
$1,180 $3,000 ($1,820) 

Total Income $323,157 $307,100 $16,057 
    
Expenses    

Evangelism $5,684 $7,800 ($2,116) 
Worship $7,504 $7,000 $504 

Fellowship $4,906 $7,200 ($2,294) 
Discipleship $3,085 $5,800 ($2,715) 

Service $31,227 $29,900 $1,327 
Equipping  $927 $2,200 ($1,273) 

Staff Expenses $122,360 $153,541 ($31,181) 
General Ops $96,696 $93,659 $3,037 

Total Expenses $272,389 $307,100 ($34,711) 
    
Net Income $50,768 $0 $50,768 
 
                                                  
 

 

The Final Count Is In!  
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Focus on Evangelism  
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On January 9 about 40 of Redeemer’s leaders gathered to discuss our 2010-2015 
strategy. We started by reviewing the results of the Transforming Church Index, which 
was the all-congregation survey administered last fall.            
     The survey results gave us confidence that Redeemer members and regular 
attendees are squarely behind our vision and think we are moving in the right direction.  
It now seems like a perfect time to solidify our strategy!  
     After spending a little time defining strategy, Pastor Fred presented Redeemer’s 
proposed strategy. The first version of this strategy statement was presented to the 
leadership group in 2009, and, over the following months, the Vision and Strategy team 
used takeaways from that meeting to painstakingly review and edit the original draft.    
     Then, at the January meeting, the large group was split into smaller groups, which 
engaged in exciting discussions of what this strategy might mean for Redeemer and what 
some concrete next steps might be to begin implementation.  
     The consensus was that the new strategy was just a clarification and evolution of what 
we are already doing and not a revolutionary change. After clear buy-in from the leaders 
who were gathered, we are now bringing the proposal to the wider congregation for 
consideration and discussion.   
     Stay tuned for opportunities to participate in some small group discussions of this 
proposed strategy statement. 
                                                                                                                       -Conni Brown 
 

 

Coach’s Corner  

In last November’s lead article, “Hey Coach!,” Pastor Fred talked about the promise and 
potential of spiritual coaching and extended an invitation to anyone who was interested in 
becoming involved. A number of people have already embarked on an on-going coaching 
relationship, with good results. So we’re off to a good start!  
     At the end of January, Pastor Fred took advantage of several days of additional 
coaching training offered by the ELCA’s coaching coordinator. Fred had two big 
“takeaways” from the training. The first takeaway was that a person’s “coachability” rests on 
two factors: one, a high readiness for change in his or her life, and two, a willingness to be 
in a coaching relationship. Without both of those factors in place, coaching is unlikely to be 
very effective.  
     The second takeaway comes from a passage in St. Paul’s earliest letter. First 
Thessalonians 2:11-12 says, “As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with 
his children, urging and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, 
who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.” In a similar way, coaching involves coming 
alongside others and helping empower them to live a life worthy of God, by saying “Yes, 
you can!” “Yes, you will!” and “Yes, you must!” 
     There’s still room for more of you to take advantage of this opportunity if you feel God 
leading you in this direction. If you’d like to find out if spiritual coaching is for you, talk to 
Pastor Fred or send him an email at fjn113@comcast.net. 

 

It’s Time to Solidify Our Strategy!  
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What does it mean 

We won’t bore you with all the little to-do projects that are done around here on a 
monthly basis – you have that kind of list at your own homes! But those of us on the 
Property Team thought you might be interested to hear about a couple of the larger 
projects that we’ll be tackling in the weeks and months ahead here at Redeemer. 
     Three of the projects are overhead. One is the extractor fan that sits on the roof of 
the office suite. The mechanism is wearing out and becoming increasingly noisy, so 
we’re considering replacing it. Fifty years is a long time for any piece of equipment! The 
cost for this would be between $2,000-$3,000.  
     Another project involves the small roof over the sacristy and musician’s office at the 
rear of the sanctuary. We’ve had some chronic leaking problems over the past five 
years, and none of the small patch jobs that the roofers have done seems to hold for 
very long. We have a leak again and are currently getting bids to replace that roof. We 
don’t have a final amount yet, but it should come in at less than $6,000.  
     Finally (and this is something that you may have already noticed), we need to 
replace some of the flood lights in the sanctuary. A fair number of bulbs have gone out 
in the past year, and it’s time for us to get up on the ladder (which is something that 
we’re not particularly eager to do!) and tend to those. We should have that done by the 
middle of February. 
     One final thing. These kinds of things don’t just happen, and they aren’t just 
bothersome chores. First of all, they take resources – and we thank God that we’re in a 
position to be able to be good stewards of the property that God has entrusted to us. 
And, second, these projects are strategically important. We don’t do these things just 
for the sake of the building. We have a far bigger picture in mind. We’re busy creating a 
welcoming and hospitable environment for the next new person God leads in our 
direction! 
                                                                                                                 

Looking Up, Literally  

   

  

  

Turnaround Initiative Supports Church Renewal 

 Through an initiative that was rolled out at last summer’s Metro Chicago Synod 
assembly, synod staff and volunteers are offering support to congregations in the 
synod that want to grow and thrive. Pastor Carol Breimeier (former co-pastor of 
Redeemer) is spearheading this effort. 
     The Turnaround Synod Initiative (TSI) is focused on a goal that half of the declining 
congregations in the synod would be seeing an upward trend in average worship 
attendance by mid-2013. In support of this goal, TSI includes events and seminars for 
the whole synod and also extra attention and support for “Focus Congregations.”  
     A first group of 11 Focus Congregations began work in January, sending their 
pastors and renewal teams to workshops and starting the process of discerning what 
renewal path might work best in their particular contexts. 
     One part of the support these Focus Congregations are getting is a trained coach 
helping them think through how they want to get from where they are to where they 
want to be, and then helping them to keep moving along that path.  
     Pastor Fred is providing coaching to the renewal teams at two congregations: St. 
Philip Lutheran Church in Glenview and Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Ascension 
in Northfield. He’ll meet with these congregations about once a month. Your prayers 
are invited for St. Philip and Ascension: that the Holy Spirit would move and guide them 
to become the communities of faith God is calling them to be and make them strong in 
mission and ministry. 
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Focus on 
EVANGELISM 

 

Some teams are great at planning. And some teams are great at doing. And 
some teams, like our new Evangelism Team, seem to be great at both. In the 
past few months we’ve made some real progress in a few important areas.  
     For example, we now have five or six people actively updating, revamping, 
and expanding our website and internet presence. From fixing glitches in the 
back end, to updating text, photos, and sermon files on the front end, to 
developing a new Redeemer Facebook page, a group of us has been hard at 
work. Since nearly every first-time visitor checks out our website prior to 
coming, this is a key part of our evangelism strategy. 
     We’re also in the planning stages for a direct mail campaign for 2010-2011. 
We will be mailing out a series of distinctive and provocative oversized 
postcards, designed to encourage people to check out our website as a step 
toward checking out our community. 
     Finally, we’ll be working on helping the rest of the congregation in the area 
of “relational evangelism” by leading some small group gatherings in April. 
These will be tying in with a message series, “Just Walk Across the Room,” 
based on a book by Bill Hybels. 
     Do you have a heart for reaching new people with the truth and love of 
God? If so, then there’s definitely a place for you on the Evangelism Team. 
See Pastor Fred if you’d like to check it out. 
 

 

     Evangelism Team Off to a Great Start 
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Steady Steps + Big Progress + Huge Hope 
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Our Under the Door Ministry continued to gather steam in recent months. We’ve made 
steady progress in gathering a team of volunteers to distribute large-print, easy-to-read 
Bibles at Stateville Prison. A team is scheduled for March 6 as part of our monthly service 
opportunities, and we plan to go again during Faith in Action Weekend, May 15 and 16. We 
hope to hand out 800-1,000 Bibles each time, as well as visiting with, and praying for, the 
inmates. 
     At the same time, Pastor Fred is making some headway in drafting a Spiritual Survival 
Guide to Prison. He has written nearly three chapters and is gathering lots of input from 
current and former inmates, wardens, correction officers, prison chaplains and family 
members of prisoners. He’s working with Dave Zimmerman, an editor at Intervarsity Press 
and author of Deliver Us from MeVille. The hope is to have the final draft ready some time 
this summer, with the book to be published in the fall. 
     And that’s where the huge hope comes in. We will be applying in March to the 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod for a Fund for Mission grant. We’re hoping for $20,000-
$30,000 in order to do the initial run of about 20,000 copies, and to set up a new website in 
order to do ongoing fundraising. 
     Sound exciting? As this ministry continues to gear up, there are all kinds of ways you 
may be able to get involved – from volunteering at Stateville, to handling correspondence, 
to helping with the new website, etc. See Pastor Fred if you’d like to find out more. 
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Ash Wednesday worship took place February 17. Attendees were treated to a 
very meaningful worship experience.  
     Starting on Wednesday, February 24, we’ll be meeting for five consecutive 
Wednesday evenings. We begin with a soup supper (actually, soup, salad, 
bread, and dessert) in the gym from 6-7 p.m. Worship will follow from 7-7:30 
p.m. Once again this year we’ll be using the beautiful and contemplative 
Holden Evening Prayer  service. We’ll also be hearing brief meditations from 
members of our Lay Preaching Team.  
     There’s more! Following worship, at 7:30 p.m., the handbell and vocal 
choirs will rehearse, a Young Adult small group will meet, and the Theological 
Foundations class will gather as well.   
     Make this the year to jumpstart your spirit by punctuating your weekly 
routine with fellowship and worship. A sign-up sheet to help with the community 
meal is available by the coffee bar. See you there! 

  Reimagine Worship with a British Accent 

 

  

 

  

Focus on 
WORSHIP 

 

At our next Reimagine Worship gathering, at 7 p.m., Friday, February 26, we'll 
experience some of the sights and sounds of the Alt Worship scene in the UK. 
Following the Alternative Worship ethos, there will be plenty of time for relaxing 
to music and for meditation, prayer, communion, conversation and interesting 
visuals.  
     Since this will be a new approach for us, we're thinking that the evening will 
be a bit more loosely structured than usual. We're still working on themes and 
narrowing down the great number of options available to us. At present, we're not 
planning on having a guest worship band for the evening: there should be plenty 
of other things to occupy us. 
     So what’s the point of alt worship? One of the websites we visited puts it this 
way:    
Alternative worship tries to give people "tools" for honest encounters with God. 
"Tools" might mean prayer, pens and paper, a video loop, something to eat, 
someone to talk to, Holy Communion, or anything else that can help us to meet 
God in some way. But the tools used in alternative worship have one important 
characteristic - they don't lead to predetermined outcomes. That is to say, 
alternative worship seeks to bring God and the participant together - but not to 
predetermine what the outcome of the meeting might be. This is essential to 
protect the genuineness of the encounter. The absence of pressure, or concern 
for specific "results," encourages openness to God. Amazing encounters may 
follow.  
     This promises to be another memorable and meaningful evening, so be sure 
to invite your friends to come along with you. As usual, we'll have plenty of time 
for conversation, great coffee and snacks. 
     Belong. Believe. Be Yourself. Be There!  
 

Ash Wednesday and Lenten Midweek Schedule  
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Mark your calendar for the 5th Annual Redeemer Women’s Retreat!  
 
When:  Friday, September 10, 7 p.m., to Saturday, S eptember 11, 7 p.m. 
 

Where: Portiuncula Center For Prayer in Frankfort, Illinois 
 

Theme: Holy Smokes: Finding Redemption in Anger, a God-Giv en Emotion 
 
     We will be exploring the root of anger, other emotions anger is connected with, 
anger’s toolbox, anger strategies, and redemptive anger. There will be an opportunity 
Friday evening to experience transformational waves of sound as we are awakened 
by the unique “Singing of the Gong.”   
     Saturday afternoon there will be an optional opportunity for 30 minutes of personal 
healing massage. Other activities are being planned as well as time for personal 
enjoyment of the Port’s beautiful grounds.   
     This year women will have the option of coming for Saturday only. The cost will be 
$100 for lodging and three meals, $28 for three meals on Saturday only, $45 for 30 
minutes of personal healing massage therapy. Registration will begin around May 2.  
                
                                                                                                             -Gerri Huffman 

5th Annual Women’s Retreat  

 

 
One of our core values here at Redeemer is developing loving relationships. It 
reminds us that because God first loved us, we can dare to love others. Because 
we believe that the Holy Spirit works within the loving community to build up our 
relationships with one another and with God, we commit ourselves to cultivating 
deep and abiding relationships and a loving atmosphere.  
     A key relationship to cultivate is the relationship between a husband and wife. 
Because Redeemer cares about your marriage, we want to encourage you to 
attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend. The couples I know who have 
attended have given rave reviews of the experience.  
     Throughout the weekend you will focus on rediscovering your spouse. When is 
the last time you carved out time to be with your spouse for the sole purpose of 
strengthening your marriage? Maybe now’s that time! 
     The cost for the weekend is only $45. The next two weekends are April 16-18 
and June 11-13 at the Doubletree Hotel in Schaumburg.  
     If you’re interested in doing a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend but need 
help with childcare, we have members who are willing to donate their time to watch 
your children so that you can have this one-of-a-kind experience.  
     For more information about Lutheran Marriage Encounter, visit 
Godlovesmarriage.org. For more info on childcare options, contact Mike Willis at 
773-484-8187 or Michael.C.Willis@gmail.com.  
                                                                                                              - Mike Willis 

 

  

  

  

Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

 

Focus on 
FELLOWSHIP 

 

“Communication is to a 

marriage what breathing is 

to the body. Without breath 

we die. Without 

communication a marriage  
dies." 

-Dr. Gary Chapman, author 

of ����������	���

�
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  Young Adults Ministry Launches Small Groups 
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One of the goals stemming from the young adults retreat was to meet on a 
regular basis to discuss various faith-related topics. There was also a desire to 
grow closer in relationship with one another.  
     In January we made the shift from large-group discussions to creating small 
groups of 6-8 that meet every other week on Monday and Wednesday nights. 
The groups will be meeting weekly during Lent to participate in the all-
congregation book read. Having two groups on different nights allows us to 
accommodate more people’s schedules and keep the groups at an ideal size for 
facilitating deeper discussions.  
     The purpose of these small groups is study, discussion and prayer.  The 
entire young Adults Ministry will still be gathering as a whole for monthly 
fellowship events. The next Young Adults fellowship event will be a game night 
on Friday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m.  
                                                                                                           - Mike Willis 
 
 

Wednesdays during Lent   Soup Supper, 6:00 p.m.  
(beginning February 24)    Worship Service, 7:00 pm  
 
Friday, February 26   Reimagine Worship, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, March 5    Young Adult Game Night, 7:30 p.m . 
 
Saturday, March 6    Trip to Stateville Prison 
 
Friday, April 16-    Marriage Retreat in Schaumburg  
Sunday, April 18 
    
Saturday, May 15-    Faith in Action II Weekend 
Sunday, May 16 

 

            Upcoming Calendar of Events  

 

Members and visitors sang carols, played games, and enjoyed fellowship, 
coffee, and treats at Redeemer’s annual Christmas party. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus on 
DISCIPLESHIP 
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On February 14 we launched our next all-congregation book, 40 Days of Living the Jesus 
Creed. Written by North Park Seminary professor Scot McKnight, it will take us on a Lenten 
journey deeper into what McKnight calls the Jesus Creed – loving God and loving others.  
     We’re encouraging everyone to grab the book (the cost is only $5!) and to follow the 
assigned daily reading for each of the 40 days in Lent. Our Sunday message series, 
Sunday morning small groups, and the Young Adult groups will also be based on the book 
so that we can focus our attention on Jesus’ message of love.  
     The books (and daily reading guide) are available in the sanctuary. This year we’re also 
including a business-card-sized “memory aid” to help you memorize Jesus’ famous 
teaching in Mark 12:29-31. 
 

A Word About Sunday School:  

All the News Is Good  News  

 The second half of the Sunday School year is off to a strong start as our children continue 
to learn the Good News. 
     More good news is that our Sunday School team welcomes two more talented folks – 
Ashley Panknin, a high school senior looking forward to studying early childhood 
development in the fall, and Jonathan Webb, dad to Ethan and Adelaide. Ashley is working 
with Maryann O'Brien and Debbie Willis with our 2- and 3-year-olds. Jonathan has become 
more involved in our large-group meeting time and will fill in for Marcus Kunz on some 
upcoming Sundays. We are very blessed to have both Ashley and Jonathan come forward 
to offer their time and talent. 
     Our 2- and 3-year-old students are now meeting at 9:50 a.m. in their classroom with 
teachers Maryann, Debbie, and Ashley, instead of with the large group, to learn the weekly 
Bible verse and stay busy with age-appropriate craft projects and activities. The change 
should improve the learning time experience for both the younger and older students alike. 
     Teachers and students are looking forward to Palm Sunday, March 28, when Jenna 
Huffman will teach us our Easter season Bible verses in sign language. 
     Our year will wrap-up on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 9. A year-end celebration for our 
Sunday School children, their parents, and our dedicated teachers is in the works. Stay 
tuned for the when and where. 
     If you have questions regarding what your children are learning in Sunday School, or if 
you would like information on how to reinforce at home what is being taught on Sunday 
mornings, please email (5burkums@gmail.com) or call (847-384-9272) Karen Burkum (or 
catch her before or after the 11 a.m. service). 
                                                                                                                

A 40-Day Labor of Love 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith in Action Meets the Bridge 

 

The Thursday Evening Women’s Group will begin a new study on Thursday, 
February 25, at 7:30 p.m., in the Choir Loft. The Book of Faith 40-Day Lenten 
Journey is a devotional resource connecting forty personal daily readings with 
the study of Scripture.  
     The 40 devotional readings included are structured around seven key 
petitions of The Lord's Prayer. The 40-Day journey will help engage us in 
devotional reading of Scripture. The books are $10 and can be ordered by 
signing up on the sheet by the coffee bar or by contacting Gerri Huffman at 847-
698-2250 or at gmhuffman@sbcglobal.net.  
                                                                                                      - Gerri Huffman 

Mission:USA is an urban ministry that shows inmates and gang members on the 
streets how much the Lord loves them and how he can help them change to live a life 
outside of crime. A critical part of this process is helping these men and women find a 
church that wants them and that will help them in their walk with the Lord. The 
BRIDGE is where that happens. 
     The BRIDGE is a weekly worship meeting that connects ex-convicts and gang 
members with area church pastors. Every Tuesday night Mission:USA brings three 
area church pastors to a church in the Lawndale neighborhood of Chicago to give a 
message to about 100 men and women from the streets and post-incarceration 
residential treatment facilities. The men and women can get a sense of how each 
pastor brings the word and have the opportunity to meet with the pastors after the 
service. 
     A crucial element of the BRIDGE service is the meal provided afterward for 
fellowship time. Each week Mission:USA invites a different church group to be the 
Host Team for providing the meal. The Host Team greets all the men and women on 
their way in the door before the service and also provides and serves the meal after 
the service.   
     On Tuesday, February 9, a group from Redeemer served as the Host Team at the 
BRIDGE!  We hope to be able to host at the BRIDGE several more times in the 
coming year as an ongoing service opportunity. For more information, please contact 
Ben Blobaum at 224-392-1834 or 773-484-8187. 
                                                                                                              - Ben Blobaum 

Women’s Group Begins New Book 
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Focus on 
SERVICE 
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Redeemer member Cynthia Glensgard opened her store Global Handmade Hope in 
November. It is Park Ridge's only fair trade store and sells a wide variety of home 
decor, accessories, apparel, kids' items and foods. Everything is produced by 
artisans and farmers from developing countries and purchased at a just price. 
Cynthia shares with us her inspiration for opening the store.  
 
In June 2009, I went on my first mission trip to Rwanda with True Vineyard Ministries. 
The mission is working to establish a self-sustainable bakery and yarn project for 
widows and children of the Genocide. I found myself so moved by the peoples’ ability 
to be gracious, forgiving, and thankful that I wanted to get more involved with helping 
them provide for their families. I opened my store, Global Handmade Hope, to help 
our mission and other missions all around the world with their self-sustainable 
projects. 
     Rwanda is a truly magical place where you can see and feel God around you at all 
times. For example, on one of the teams trips to visit a nearby school a boy ran out in 
front of our van. The van was traveling approximately 30 to 40 miles per hour. The 
boy hit the front of the van, bounced twice on the windshield, and was then run over. 
We brought the unconscious boy into the van and prayed for him as we took him to 
the so-called hospital. By all accounts this boy should have been dead. However, by 
the Grace of God he actually left the hospital a few hours later with a broken collar 
bone and concussion.  
     The next day the boy took a bus to meet us at a church where one of our team 
members was being baptized. He asked for nothing, he simply wanted to worship 
God with us. This is just one of the many amazing stories I have witnessed while in 
Rwanda.  
     The Rwandese have a saying, “God looks over the entire world during the day 
and comes home to Rwanda in the evenings.” If you are thinking about participating 
in a mission trip, I encourage you to come to Rwanda on a True Vineyard Ministries 
mission trip.  
                                                                                                      -Cynthia Glensgard 

 

Mission Trip Inspires Fair Trade Store  

The Two-Talent Challenge 

 The past few weeks the youth have been studying the parable of the talents and what it 
truly means to utilize their unique spiritual gifts. After studying the parable and 
preparing a skit about the parable of the talents, the youth received a challenge. The 
letter below is what accompanied the two $50 dollar bills. 

 

Because we trust you... 
We're giving you these two $50 bills as an expression of all the talents that God is 
entrusting you with. Use this money to help others and honor God. 
 

Because we expect that you'll be productive... 
We want you to be creative and hard working. Find a way to put this money to 
work. Connect it with your personality and passions, your skills and talents. Do 
your best to double this gift. 

 

Because we know that working for the Lord brings joy and satisfaction... 
We want you to tell us how lives have been changed. We want you to hear the 
voice of Jesus, saying: "Well done, good and trustworthy servant, you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your Master." 

 

 I know we are blessed with extremely talented youth at Redeemer and with God's 
guidance great things will come out of this challenge.                     

 

          -Mike Willis  
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.redeemer-
changinglives.com  

1006 Gillick St  
Park Ridge, IL 

60068 
 

PHONE: 
847-823-3634 

 
FAX: 

847-318-0924 
 

E-MAIL: 
redeemeroffice 
@comcast.net  

 
Redeemer Church 
changing lives... 
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Faith in Action II : FAQs  

  
What is “Faith in Action Weekend” anyway? 
One way to think of it is as a Don’t-Go-to-Church-Be-the-Church weekend. What that means is, instead of 
holding our usual worship services on the weekend of May 15 and 16, we’re trying to schedule 15-20 different 
ministry activities where teams from Redeemer will go and reach out beyond our walls. The idea is to provide a 
wide range of ministry opportunities so that everyone can find something meaningful to participate in (kids 
included!). We’re hoping (a) to make a significant impact on people’s lives, (b) to grow closer to each other by 
doing ministry together, (c) that our unchurched friends might join with us as we put our faith in action, and (d) 
that two or three of these ministries will morph into ongoing, hands-on service and evangelism ministries for 
years to come. 
 
Why cancel worship services? Will there be any “spi ritual component” to it? 
As we did last year, we decided to cancel our normal worship services to draw attention to the importance of 
“being the church” together out in the community. For years we’ve been working toward doubling our reach into 
the community. We can’t think of a better way to energize our efforts and move from hope to action! As far as a 
“spiritual component” goes, each ministry team will be having its own devotional time before and after their 
ministry together. Also, this year we’ll be encouraging each other to invite friends to participate with us on FIA 
Weekend and on the celebration Sunday which will follow on May 23. 
 
Why have you chosen these particular ministry oppor tunities? 
This year, since we’re expanding the size and time of this ministry from Faith in Action “Sunday” to Faith in 
Action “Weekend,” we’re on the lookout for some new service and evangelism opportunities. Just so you know, 
we do have some rough criteria. First: We’re looking for things to do together. No Lone Rangers this weekend! 
Second: We’re looking for opportunities that we might be able to do on an ongoing basis. And, third: Since 
people are wired differently, we’re looking for a wide range of activities that fit people’s gifts and interests. If you 
have any ministries that you would like us to consider, please contact Mike Willis. 
 
What about connecting with other churches or advert ising this to the public? 
That’s a good question! Last year’s Faith in Action Sunday proved to be a meaningful and effective experience 
for all who were involved. So we decided to expand this year’s event from Sunday to the entire weekend – and 
ask you to invite your friends to come serve along with you.  We have also opened the opportunity up to other 
youth ministries involved in the Chicago youth ministry network that have expressed an interest in partnering 
with us to serve God’s people in the world. As we grow year by year in our experience of organizing these kinds 
of weekends, we’ll be considering opening it up even further. One step at a time! 
 
What sort of preparations are in place? 
In addition to the logistical and organizational side of things, we’ll also be preparing for the weekend by 
launching a three-week Sunday message series and Sunday morning small-group discussion on relational 
evangelism in the weeks leading up to May 15 and 16.  
 
How can I participate? 
In all sorts of ways. You can participate in the small-group relational evangelism training, sign up for one or 
more ministry activities, agree to help lead a ministry team, and help prepare a testimony about your experience 
for Sunday, May 23. We’d also love to have more people on the FIA Coordinating Team to help on the 
organizational side of things. 
 
What kind of follow-up is being planned? 
Here’s where it gets fun! On the following Sunday, May 23, we’ll have a combined worship service where we’ll 
invite our friends and guests who participated with us the weekend before to hear testimonies from each other 
about our experiences and to talk about where we saw God at work. A party and meal will follow. This year 
we’re asking you to make a special effort to invite your friends (especially your unchurched friends), so that they 
can experience a flavor of our life together. Also, as we said earlier, we’re hoping that at least a few of these 
weekend opportunities will eventually morph into monthly, hands-on service and evangelism opportunities.  
                                                                                                                 


