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What comes to mind when you hear that? 
Does it stir up an image of Da Coach, 
Mike Ditka, with his red-faced screaming 
and scolding and demanding ways? Or 
of, to take another football coach, Tony 
Dungy, with his calm and positive 
demeanor? Or does it conjure up the face 
of an influential coach you’ve had in your 
own life? The fact is, the coaching 
relationship has now taken off far beyond 
the limits of the gym or athletic field. 
Coaching has now found a growing home 
in the business environment, and in the 
church as well. And for good reason. 
     So why the buzz about coaching, 
anyway? Well, perhaps it’s because, at its 
core, coaching is all about helping bring 
out the best in someone else. It’s about 
the one-on-one relationship between 
coach and coachee. It’s about coaches 
helping the people being coached to 
discover their own motivation, set their 
own goals, assess their current situation, 
explore their options, craft a do-able plan, 
work through getting “stuck,” and follow 
up to achieve the results that they desire.  
     Coaching is more about asking 
powerful questions than about the coach 
giving out “the answer.” Coaching is 
forward-looking, action-oriented, and 
driven by your motivation. Coaching can 
help if you want to improve your golf 
swing, lose weight, grow stronger, 
become more organized, manage other 
people, and a thousand other goals you 
might have.  
     Spiritual goals included. Goals like 
getting to know the Bible better, growing 
deeper or more disciplined in your prayer 
life, developing spiritual friendships, 
strengthening your faith, learning to be a 
leader, getting past where you get stuck 
or bogged down spiritually, and so on. 
Are you starting to see the possibilities? 
 
 

     

 
 
     Spiritual coaching can be powerful, 
life-changing stuff! Currently, I’m doing 
this with a few people, and the results 
have been impressive and encouraging. 
After taking a course on “The Leader-
Coach” this summer at the Kairos 
Institute at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minn., I’ve become inspired to try to 
somehow expand spiritual coaching to 
the entire congregation.  
     Following some conversation with the 
Vision & Strategy Team, we’ve decided to 
try a spiritual coaching experiment with 
15 people this fall. We’d like to see how 
this might work on a larger scale: to 
gauge interest, to test different coaching 
techniques to see which work better in a 
congregational setting, to see what the 
time commitment looks like, etc.  
     Depending on the results, spiritual 
coaching could be expanded in the new 
year to include offering a yearly “spiritual 
check-up” to every adult in the 
congregation.  
     Interested? Motivated? Would you like 
to be part of this fall’s test group? If so, let 
me know in person, or by email at 
fjn113@comcast.net, and we’ll see if we 
can get started in September. 
     I’m aware that for some of you, this 
whole approach will take a bit of getting 
used to. It can feel strange to think of 
getting “coaching” from your pastor. And I 
think that’s partly because many of us 
grew up thinking of “pastoral care” more 
in terms of being a consoling presence or 
providing problem-based therapy or 
counseling. And those things still matter. 
They have their place. But the Christian 
life is so much more than that! It’s also 
about growth, about moving ahead, about 
maturing spiritually. And that’s something 
we could all use a little help with. 
 
 – Pastor (Coach) Fred  
 

HEY, COACH! 
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It’s been more than a year and a half 
since Pastor Carol’s departure to work as 
an associate to the bishop, and we’ve 
made a significant decision and taken a 
big step forward in our staffing situation 
at Redeemer.  
     After several conversations about 
strategic staffing options at recent 
leadership meetings and some extended 
time of reflection by the Vision & Strategy 
Team, we’re happy and excited to 
announce that we decided to hire Mike 
Willis as our new Discipleship 
Coordinator.   
     For those who don’t know him, Mike 
was a seminary student here at 
Redeemer and has been a member 
(along with his wife, Michelle) for a 
number of years. Mike had been working 
at Redeemer since May as a part-time 
pastoral assistant and was instrumental 

Mike Willis Added to Staff  
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in organizing our successful Faith in 
Action Sunday program. 
     Mike’s new position is full-time and will 
go for two years, after which we’ll be 
taking a fresh strategic look at our staffing 
needs. He’ll be working with Pastor Fred 
and other leaders to further develop and 
expand our discipleship programs.  
     Mike’s major responsibilities will be in 
the areas of young adult ministry, young 
couples’ ministry, children’s ministry, youth 
ministry, and volunteer coordination. 
When he has the time, he’ll also be 
working on special projects and programs 
as needed.  
     Please continue to welcome Mike 
enthusiastically into this new position, 
support him in any way you can, and pray 
for him as we continue to work toward our 
mission of changing lives! 
 

 

  

  

 

Just how healthy are we as a 
congregation?  
     Well, now’s the time to find out. 
Because from October 15 to November 
16, we’ll be asking every member and 
attender of Redeemer to complete an 
online survey (a paper form will also be 
made available) offered by TAG 
Consulting.  
     We’ll be using the Transforming 
Church Index , a tool for gathering input 
on a variety of key church indicators, 
including Communications, Outreach, 
Member Satisfaction, and Financial 
Matters. The survey consists of 135 
questions and takes about 20 to 30 
minutes to complete.  
     Our self-assessment will then be 
compared to the self-assessment of 
over 25,000 other churches, collected in 
the world’s largest church database. 
We’ll receive a comprehensive, 55-page 
report, as well as a debriefing session 
from Pastor John Holm, a TAG 
consultant.  
 

     At this stage it’s hard to say exactly 
what we’ll do with the results. It all 
depends on what the survey reveals. It 
may confirm many things that we already 
knew or suspected. And it may also open 
our eyes to areas of our church life that 
we should pay more attention to. We’ll be 
using this information in conjunction with 
our new Strategy Statement, to design a 
plan to move ahead in the next few 
years.  
     As an added bonus, we’re receiving 
this opportunity at about half the normal 
cost (only $299!). It’s part of the Metro 
Chicago Synod’s Turnaround Synod 
Initiative, led by our own former pastor, 
Carol Breimeier. Thanks, Carol! 
     Details about how to register to take 
the survey will soon be available on our 
website, or in upcoming church bulletins. 
For more information, please contact our 
church secretary, Karen Palandri, at 
redeemeroffice@comcast.net. 

 

Open Wide!  

It’s Time for Our Congregational Check -up 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Focus on Evangelism  

Redeemer Review: September                            Page 3 of 14  
 

Well, maybe, but it’d be hard to do. And that’s because we’ve never gotten specific about 
what our strategy is. Over the years we’ve done a good job on our mission statement 
(“Changing lives”), and on our core values and purposes. But the specifics of our strategy 
have been either assumed or piecemeal.  
     But, as we ready ourselves for the next five years of life together, we thought it was high 
time to craft a strategy statement that lays out our “game plan” for how we’d like to go 
forward. Strategy helps us answer three interlocking questions: (1) What should we do 
next? (2) Where won’t we go?, and (3) What makes us distinctive? Having a clear strategy 
helps us make consistent, focused choices. Having a clear strategy statement can give us 
a simple, clear, agreed-upon, and succinct statement that we can internalize and use as a 
guiding light when we have to make difficult choices.  
     In February, at our Winter Leadership Meeting, Pastor Fred floated a draft strategy 
statement that generated some great discussion and insight. The Vision & Strategy Team 
then took the results of those discussions and amended and refined the draft statement 
(word by word and sentence by sentence!) during the spring and summer. It was 
painstaking work but extremely helpful.  
     We’ll be discussing this new revised version of the Strategy Statement at the Fall 
Leadership Meeting, scheduled for Saturday, September 26. In addition, we’ll be exploring 
some possible goals and objectives to begin to put the proposed strategy into effect. This 
meeting is for everyone who’s already in a leadership position at Redeemer, as well as for 
new, emerging, and potential leaders. Once we’ve had a chance to process and refine the 
strategy statement further, we’ll be opening it up for wider circulation and gathering more 
feedback. Much more to come on this!  

 

Can You Say What Our Strategy Is?  

Then check out our next Welcome to Redeemer Meeting, scheduled for either Tuesday, 
September 29, at 7 p.m., or Saturday, October 3, at 9 a.m. You’ll have an opportunity to 
meet with others to talk about our faith journeys; to consider Redeemer’s history, core 
values and vision for the future; and to explore opportunities for deeper participation in the 
life of the Redeemer community. 
     Whether you’ve already been participating in the life of Redeemer for some time or have 
only visited a few times, we encourage you to attend. It’s a great way to meet others and 
get some of your questions answered.  
      For those of you who may be contemplating becoming members, please mark your 
calendars for Sunday, October 18. We’ll be receiving new members that Sunday during 
worship and holding a special coffee hour in your honor after worship.  
     If you’re interested in attending, please speak with Pastor Fred or send him an e-mail at 
fjn113@comcast.net. Also let him know if you’ll need childcare. 
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Are You New to Redeemer?  
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What does it mean 

Focus on  
EVANGELISM 

 

On May 31, 2009, Redeemer held its first ever Faith In Action Sunday. Instead of 
congregating for worship, we set off into the community to serve or, to put our "faith into 
action." One of the service activities we planned was distributing Bibles to inmates at 
Stateville Prison. However, due to a processing delay by the state's office, the date had 
to be postponed. Finally, our team of eight volunteers was approved, and we headed 
down to the prison on Saturday, Aug. 22, 2009.  

The NIV publishes a "Free On the Inside" Bible translation for prisoners, with 
testimonial inserts from other prisoners who have found Christ while incarcerated. Our 
team brought 1,000 of these Bibles to distribute, most of them in English and a couple 
hundred in Spanish. To reach as many inmates as possible, our team of eight split up 
into pairs, each pair working one cell block at a time. The Bibles were too thick to fit 
under the cell doors, so we had to leave them outside each cell for the guards to 
distribute later.  

Contrary to popular media portrayal, the cell doors are not barred, but rather large, 
thick steel sliding doors. This required our team to shout at the door of each cell in 
order to communicate with the inmates. It felt awkward at first, as one is audible to the 
entire cell block, but since this form of communication is the norm for the inmates, it 
was incredible how quickly each conversation became personal and intimate. The 
inmates shared stories about their families on the outside, about the struggles of 
incarceration, about loneliness and confusion, and asked us to pray for them. So we 
did, right there on the spot, shouting every word!  

Those weren't the only stories we heard, though. Many inmates shared stories of 
faith: a faith that can move mountains or, in other words, faith that brings life-giving 
hope to the dark recesses of a steel prison cell. Don't we often think of Christians in 
church as the real men and women of God? Yet, at times it felt like we were talking to 
Abraham, or King David, or Moses behind a cell door; talking with a man clinging to 
every promise God has made to His children, not because his life might depend on it, 
but because it DOES!!  

Our team reconvened for lunch after our time at Stateville was over, and it was a 
unanimous "We want to do this again!"                                                                                                                 
– Ben Blobaum 
 
                                                                                                                 

Faith (still) in Action!  

 
  

  

  

Upcoming Calendar of Events  

 
 
Friday, September 11   Reimagine Worship, 7 p.m. 
 
Sunday, September 13   Rally Day, combined 10:30 a. m. service
  
Saturday, September 26  Fall Leadership Meeting, 8 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, September 29  New Member Meeting, 7 p.m. 
 
Saturday, October 3   New Member Meeting, 9 a.m.  
 
Sunday, October 4    Family Matters Outing 
 
Sunday, October 18   CROP Walk, 1:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday, November 14  Book Sale, 9:00 – 3 p.m. 
 



 
Redeemer Review: October                          
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Shortly after my baptism, I had a couple of church members ask me about the 
experience. What was it like? Are you a new person now? At the time, when I 
was asked these questions, I wasn't quite sure how to respond. I just kept saying 
that it is hard to put into words. But now, after some self-reflection, I want to 
share with you a few thoughts and feelings. 
     I remember the morning of my baptism, before I arrived at church. I was 
home, getting dressed, and, at that very moment, the floodgates opened. I was 
crying, feeling so much joy and just praising God for the opportunity he has 
provided for me to finally take this step. I kept thinking about my mom, and how 
much I wanted her to be with me by my side. It was so hard to believe that this 
day was here. I was going to be baptized.   
     It just proves to me—for the 20 billionth time—that God is so faithful. He 
knows the desires of our hearts. He knows every thought before we even think it. 
He knew that my desire was to be baptized. He knew my desire to have a 
church I could call home—a church family to call my own. And, 36 years later, he 
opened that door—that Redeemer door. He made it possible.  
     And now, can I say I have changed? I would say yes. Not necessarily in a 
dramatic way, but a change nonetheless. I am more calm, more at peace, and 
yes, my life feels more complete than it ever did. Am I completely happy? No. 
But I can honestly say, I am happier!!!! My life is a puzzle, and a piece was 
missing. That baptism puzzle piece fits perfectly.  
      More Joy. More Calm. More Complete. Less Stress (the freaking out kind). 
Less Worry. As Pastor Fred said, a new identity! 
                                                                                                        Love to you all, 
                                                                                                         Georgia Delis 

 

     More Joy, More Calm, More Complete! 

 

Redeemer Rev iew: September                         
 

A Thank You Note…  

            Page 5 of 14  

 

For the past few years, Bobby Porter has been playing piano for our 8:30 a.m. worship 
service while he’s been going to high school. He’s now leaving Redeemer to head off to 
study chemistry at Northwestern University this fall. On Bobby’s last Sunday with us, 
he left behind a letter expressing his appreciation… 
 
Dear Friends, 
     I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank the entire congregation for a constant spirit 
of welcoming and appreciation that truly meant a lot to me throughout the past years of my 
playing at Redeemer. I have had a great experience sharing music with the congregation, 
and it is so encouraging to hear everyone singing throughout the liturgy. It has also been 
enriching for me to be a part of your service as the messages are so interesting, relevant 
and spiritual. 
     With your generous support, I was able to find, for a second year, my trip to St. Paul, 
Minnesota for a week-long retreat called Music Ministry Alive. This week of music making 
and spiritual energy helped me bring the character of my musicianship and faith. I had the 
chance to work with prominent liturgical composers and explore my own faith. I am so 
grateful for the opportunity, and I thank you again for your support! 
     In particular, I want to thank Pastors Fred and Carol, who worked to make sure I was 
comfortable playing at Redeemer. Thanks also to Kathie, Karen, and the other musicians 
who made playing at Redeemer truly enjoyable. Thank you, once again, to the entire 
Redeemer community for always reaching out to me to acknowledge your appreciation and 
for accepting me into your worship service. If the Redeemer community could ever use my 
help in the future, please feel free to contact me for whatever you may need! I would 
always be happy to come back to share music with you! May God bless your community, 
and thank again for letting me be a part of it.                                                   
                                                                                                                          Bobby Porter 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

�
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Well, okay – not really. But almost. Because, starting on Rally Day, September 13, Pastor 
Fred will launch “Great Lion of God,” a six-week message series on the life and thought 
of the Apostle Paul. We’ll track Paul as a person from his early years, his conversion, his 
first attempts at ministry, his famous missionary journeys, and right up unto the eve of his 
martyrdom in Rome.  
     Along the way we’ll also unpack Paul as a thinker, exploring his history-making 
thinking about God, Grace and Law, the Lordship of Christ, New Life in the Spirit, and the 
Shape of the Christian Life. You won’t want to miss an episode. But if you do, we hope to 
have each Sunday message online within a few days, so you won’t have to miss a beat. 
 
 

  Lay Preaching Team Gets Underway  

 

  

 

  

Focus on 
WORSHIP 

 

If you’ve been around for this summer’s message series “Death By Suburb,” then you’ve 
probably had a chance to hear and see a couple of the members of our Lay Preaching 
Team in action. We decided to try this for several reasons.  
     First, because God has so obviously blessed us with lots and lots of spiritually mature, 
articulate and willing people. Their insights and voices are an added blessing. It’s always 
interesting and helpful to hear God’s Word from another perspective.  
     The second reason is because our sabbatical experience changed us—for the better. A 
large pool of lay leaders stepped forward in Pastor Fred’s absence and did a great job. It 
would be foolish to treat this as a stop-gap measure instead of something to build on. And 
finally, sharing the joy and responsibility of preaching allows Pastor Fred to attend to other 
important tasks and to keep more energized and creative. 
     Each lay preacher consults individually with Pastor Fred about his or her upcoming 
message, and the team gathers together every few months to debrief, offer support and 
feedback, and plan for upcoming message series. Currently, the members of the team are 
Naomi Bruesehoff, Dan Quest, Kathie Rich, Peter Schwich, Dan Tornil, Ben Blobaum, Mike 
Willis, Mark Nielsen, Tom Murtagh, Conni Brown and Aneel Trivedi. Please keep each of 
them in your prayers and encourage them in this important ministry! 
 
 

St. Paul to Preach New Message Series  

 

 
At the 8th anniversary of the attacks on our country, we’ll have a special Reimagine 
Worship gathering of heart-felt music, worship, conversation, prayer and reflection. That 
evening, Friday, September 11, we’ll be welcoming singer-songwriter Mia Koehne as our 
guest musician. Our theme will be Jesus’ commandment for us to love our enemies.  
     How do we do that in this instance? How do we take Jesus’ words with ultimate 
seriousness at the same time as we both lament our loss and work to protect the innocent? 
This promises to be another memorable and meaningful evening of worship. So, mark your 
calendars for Friday, September 11 at 7 p.m., and invite your friends and come Reimagine 
Worship!  

 

 

  9/11 and Beyond: Loving Our Enemies  
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Many of you may already be aware that over the past few years we’ve begun Under the 
Door, a prison ministry at the Northern Reception Center at Stateville Prison. A dozen 
volunteers have already participated by distributing several thousand copies of "Free on 
the Inside" Bibles and praying for the inmates there. What you may not be aware of is that 
all along we’ve been hoping to develop a Spiritual Survival Guide for Illinois Prisons that 
will accompany the Bible that we give out.  
     We’ve been envisioning a small paperback book that would help inmates with a variety 
of issues. Basically, it would be a collection of articles, essays, testimonies and reflections, 
written by current and former inmates, prison chaplains, correctional officers, wardens, 
prison ministry volunteers and family members. It would cover topics such as:  
 

·  How can I read the Bible for all it’s worth?   
·  My Journey through the Bible  
·  What the Bible means to me 
·  My first six months 
·  I can’t do this on my own 

Making connections with other believers 
·  What worked for me…and what didn’t 

             Some spiritual practices you might want to try 
·  Guilt and forgiveness 
·  My addiction and my faith 
·  Maintaining/Regaining a meaningful relationship with your family 
·  My Biggest Challenges 
·  My Biggest Surprises 
·  Prayers that made a difference  
      Inmates share their prayers and why they’re meaningful to them 
·  Sustaining: How to keep the fire from going out 
·  Doing a Long-term sentence 
·  Preparing yourself for re-entry 
·  Bridging back into the community and church 
·  What happened when I got out 
·  Pastors of ex-inmates talk about their new guys 
 

     We are also planning an appendix,with helpful information about pen-pal ministries, 
discipleship resources, correspondence schools, prison Fellowships in each facility, after-
care resources, and a calendar on the inside of jacket.   
     There’s been a huge development lately. Dave Zimmerman, author of Deliver Us From 
Me-Ville , and editor at InterVarsity Press, has graciously agreed to edit the Survival Guide. 
Thank you, Lord! Dave and Pastor Fred have been planning the guide and feel that we can 
produce a paperback book of 144 pages at a cost of about $1.50 each. 
     Pastor Fred will be working on a grant proposal and will be applying to the Metro 
Chicago Synod’s Fund for Mission to raise the funds for an initial printing of 20,000 copies, 
and then will be working for some longer-term funding mechanism.  
     If you’d like to be involved in the Under the Door ministry in some way – either going to 
Stateville or working on the Survival Guide – please speak to Pastor Fred. This is an 
extremely rewarding way to be involved in God’s mission of changing lives! 
 

Spiritual Survival Guide in the Works  

 

  

  

  



 
 
 On Monday, August 31, 14 dedicated young adults spent the evening exploring the 

long-term vision for our Young Adults Ministry. The group talked about their desire 
to be in a deep Christian relationship with one another where everyone involved 
would feel respected and cared for. The group also talked about wanting to grow in 
a variety of areas, including becoming better Disciples of Christ, as well as 
becoming more active servants in the church and with those in need.  
     With these goals in mind, one of the bigger events we will be planning is a 
Young Adults Retreat that will take place in the beginning of November. The retreat 
will focus on building relationships and also give us an opportunity to continue to 
develop our discipleship program.  
     The young adults will also have a discipleship opportunity every other Monday 
night at 7 p.m. The dates for September’s discipleship opportunities are the 14th 
and 28th. Be on the look out for more information about the Young Adults Retreat. I 
am excited to see how God is going to transform us, as well as those we serve in 
this coming year.                                                                                 - Mike Willis 

 

        Young Adult Summit a Success 
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Focus on 
DISCIPLESHIP 

Since joining the staff full-time in August, I would have to say this is the third 
most frequently asked question I have received, just behind “How is Michelle 
doing?”  and “Are you ready for the baby?”  
     So let me get the first two questions out of the way. Michelle is doing great for 
someone who is eight months pregnant and working as a first-year family 
practice resident 80+ hours a week. Secondly, I can’t wait for the baby to arrive, 
but am I ready? Only time will tell. I am not sure if you are ever completely ready.  
     So on to the question about confirmation. Do we have confirmation at 
Redeemer? In a word…YES.   
     Is confirmation class what my junior and senior hig h school children are 
attending on Sunday morning? 
     No. Maybe it can help to think of it in the following way: Sunday school and 
youth ministry experiences are part of the ongoing group process of growing in 
discipleship. 
     To clarify, confirmation at Redeemer is not based on a particular age or 
grade. Confirmation preparation is an additional, individual step for those who are 
interested in going deeper and who feel led by the Holy Spirit.  
     To receive more detailed information and a FAQ sheet on our confirmation 
program (or on Michelle and the baby), please contact Mike Willis at (773) 484-
8187 or e-mail me at Michael.C.Willis@Gmail.com. 
.                                                                                                            - Mike Willis 
 
 

                                                                                                         

Question!! Do We Have Confirmation at Redeemer?  

 

We have begun recycling juice pouches through a company called Terracycle.  
Terracycle will pay Redeemer two cents for each pouch we mail to them.  The 
pouches are then turned into tote bags, messenger bags, backpacks and pencil 
cases.   
     Please remove the straw and place your empty juice pouch (and any you’d 
like to bring from home) in the container near the coffee bar.  Any juice pouches 
are accepted.   
     For more information on Terracycle’s recycling programs or recycled products 
check out www.terracycle.net. 

 

       Redeemer is now recycling juice pouches 
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In an effort to find a Sunday School curriculum that is relevant and exciting to Redeemer’s 
youth, Mike Willis and Gerri Huffman discovered Faith Inkubators, best described as a 
Christian education system dedicated to “incubating faith every night in every home.” 
     This multi-faceted and multi-media program includes curriculum for youth, junior and 
senior high students, and, most importantly, families. 
     “We were looking to find a way to take what our children learn in Sunday School home 
with them to be reinforced by parents and built on, week after week,” says Laurie Dobosz, 
who has been teaching the primary grades for several years.  
     A main cornerstone of the Faith Inkubators program is called “Faith Five,” in which 
Redeemer children will participate weekly during their small group sessions. More 
importantly, families will be encouraged to exercise “Faith Five” daily at home. The Faith 
Five merely means each participant takes turns with the following five simple steps: 
 

1. SHARE highs & lows of the day 
2. READ and highlight a verse of Scripture in your Bible 
3. TALK about how the verse relates to your highs &  lows 
4. PRAY for your highs & lows, for your family, and  for the world 
5. BLESS one another  
 

     Bible Song™ is the name of the program for preschool through fifth-grade students, and 
they will begin with the Gospels. The entire group will meet at 9:45 a.m.  in the Sanctuary to 
learn the week’s Bible verse to “song and sign” before breaking into the smaller grade-
specific classrooms. Junior high students likewise will meet, separately, to participate in 
other Faith Inkubators group activities before breaking into small groups. 
     We invite you to learn more at Rally Day, which begins with a combined service at 10:30 
a.m., Sunday, September 13. You can also learn more about Faith Inkubators at 
www.faithink.com. 
     If you would like more information about the new program, please feel free to contact 
Karen Bennett Burkum, our Sunday School Coordinator, at 847.384.9272 or 
5burkums@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Sunday School Goes Home to Incubate Our Faith  

 

Meet Your 2009 -10 Sunday School Teaching Team  
 
2 and 3-year-old     Mariann O’Brien and Debbie Willis 
Pre-Kindergarten:   
 
4 and 5-year-old                            Shannon Childs, Jose Gonzales, Cindy Lawrence, 
Pre-K/Kindergarten:   Jenna Huffman 
 
1st Grade:     Sandy Wagner, Laurie Dobosz, Amy Witte 
 
2nd and 3rd Grades:    Sara Trivedi, Kathie Rich, Maryam Rich 
 
4th and 5th Grades:          Sara Harlan and Carol Blindauer  
 
Junior High:       Mike Willis, Kristi Welke, Karen Willis, Larry Pearson 

 
Senior High:     Shawn Miller, Bob Brown, Larry Pearson 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior High Youth Ministry to Launch! 

 

First off, I wanted to say that I (Mike Willis) am extremely excited to be leading 
the youth programs here at Redeemer! We have an all-new curriculum for Junior 
High Youth Ministry this year. We will be using the Faith Inkubators Head to 
Heart/H2H ministry system.  
     The goal of H2H is not just to "get through" the junior high years, but to teach 
content so it sticks in young minds, to grow junior high small groups into senior 
high small groups, and to equip families to be involved in faith dialogue with each 
other at home. The H2H program will take place on Sunday mornings from 9:45-
10:50.  
     In addition to the H2H program, we will have monthly gatherings that will 
continue to reinforce the five purposes of the church while strengthening the 
relationships of the youth in this ministry.  
     God has blessed us with a great team of dedicated volunteers to work with 
the junior youth this year! Our volunteer small group leaders are Kristi Welke and 
Karen Willis. Larry Pearson is also excited to volunteer and will float between 
junior and senior high, wherever he is most needed. I look forward to an exciting 
year of spiritual growth for everyone involved.  
                                                                                                              - Mike Willis 
 

We are pumped to announce that after a few-year hiatus, our High School Youth 
Ministry is back in action! Starting September 20, our all-new High School Youth 
Ministry will be meeting on Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:50. 
     The main goal of our HSYM is to help foster a real relationship with the youth and 
their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We will aim to accomplish this by becoming a 
purpose-driven youth ministry. Being “purpose-driven” is about pursuing God’s 
biblical purposes, not our own. Biblical purposes of Evangelism, Fellowship, 
Discipleship, Ministry and Worship are God’s design, plan and agenda for his Church 
and his youth ministry.  
     In addition to meeting on Sunday mornings, we will have a monthly event covering 
different purposes that will help the youth connect with one another, grow deeper 
spiritually, serve God’s people in need, and much, much more! 
     The most important thing about being “purpose-driven” is that we are motivated by 
our faith (in Christ) to fulfill God’s Word for his church. We are blessed to have some 
motivated volunteers to assist me in working with our youth this year. Shawn Miller 
and Bob Brown will be working with the youth on Sunday mornings, and Larry 
Pearson will be floating between senior high and junior high youth ministries. I look 
forward to experiencing what God has in store for us this coming year.  
                                                                                                             - Mike Willis 
 

 
 Used Book Sale!  
 

 
A book sale will be held in the church gym on Saturday, November 14 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. We are looking for books, videos, cassettes and DVDs.  
     Volunteers are needed for set-up on Friday, November 13 at 3 p.m., to work 
the sale on Saturday, and to break down after the sale. If you would like to help, 
please call Irma Wevang at 773-736-4032.  
     Items may be dropped off at the church beginning October 1. Please place 
them in a box clearly marked “Book Sale” and leave them on the stage in the 
gym. All proceeds of the sale will benefit Redeemer.  
 

Junior High Ministry Update (Grades 6-8) 
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Focus on 
FELLOWSHIP 

 

New ways to give are just around the corner. Soon you will be able to keep those 
checkbooks in the drawer, simplify your commitment to Redeemer, and make it a 
little easier on the accounting folks.   
     After much work, Redeemer will be offering Simply Giving, administered by Vanco 
Services. By signing up for this program you will be able to authorize automatic 
payments from your checking account to the church on the interval of your choosing 
(weekly, monthly, etc.).       
     Additionally, to make it easy to supplement your regular giving, you will see some 
changes to the church’s website that will allow for online giving in the form of direct 
withdrawal or credit/debit card giving.                                      
                                                                                                             – Tom Murtagh 

Electronic Donations to Redeemer 

 

You’re Living the Grace Life! 

 It’s time again for the annual Redeemer Women’s Getaway. It will be held 
from Friday, September 18, at 7:30 p.m. until Saturday, September 19, at  
7 p.m. at Portiuncula Center for Prayer in Frankfort, Illinois (less than one 
hour from Park Ridge). 
     Women of Redeemer, let’s gather again for 24 hours of “being” together, 
alone, with God in nature. Portiuncula has beautiful, spacious grounds and 
comfortable, private rooms.   
     This year Peggy Fergus will be our retreat leader. Peggy was Teaching 
Director/Assistant Teaching Director for the Park Ridge Women’s Community 
Bible Study for more than 10 years. She will help us explore what grace is, 
the difference it makes in our lives, and how we can live the life we were 
meant to live—that is, the grace life.   
     Sound appealing? Join us and bring a friend! The cost is $100, which will 
include one night’s lodging (single room) and three meals on Saturday. Need 
a ride? We plan to carpool. Registration forms are available on the table by 
the coffee bar. There are only 20 rooms available, so make your reservation 
as soon as possible by returning the forms with payment to the church office 
or to Gerri Huffman. For more information, call Gerri at (847) 698-2250. 
                                                                                               – Gerri Huffman 
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Rally Day is Almost Here!  

 

Church Picnic Was All Kinds of Good 

 

On Sunday, September 13, there will be one combined worship service, at 10:30 
a.m., to kick off the new year of Family Learning Time with our annual Rally Day 
celebration.  
     Following worship, we’ll get an opportunity to hear about the new programs for 
Family Learning Time, including our new Faith Inkubators Sunday School program. 
While adults get a short preview of discipleship offerings geared for them, the 
children will meet their Sunday School teachers.  
     Afterwards, we’ll enjoy an afternoon of food (bring a side dish or dessert, 
please), fun, and (God willing) nice weather outside. This is a great opportunity to 
invite someone new to church, so tell your neighbors about it. Better yet, bring 
them along!  
                                                                                                                 

In a summer filled with cool, gray or rainy days the annual Redeemer picnic was 
blessed with good weather, good food and good fellowship.  
     The warm sunshine cheered over a hundred members and friends of 
Redeemer. The blocked-off street offered ample area to cook, eat, and talk. 
Children in abundance played amongst themselves and with their family.  
     Ian Rich, with much help, artfully manned the BBQ providing savory burgers, 
bratwurst, sausages and hot dogs. The potluck was the best in memory stretching 
the length of the breezeway. Thank you to all who came, brought a dish, lent 
a hand. 
                                                                                                               –Dennis Rich 
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           Family Matters to Pumpkin Farm 

 Mark your calendars. After the Encounter Service on Sunday, October 4, we will 
head to Stade’s Farm and Market in McHenry for their Shades of Autumn Festival.   
     Go on a hayride, pick a pumpkin, taste some fresh apple cider donuts, play 
some games, try the corn maze or stand in awe of the pumpkin cannon. There will 
be something for everyone.   
     For more information go to www.shadesofautumn.net or contact Tom and 
Jeanne Murtagh in person, by email (tom_jeanne@msn.com) or through 
Facebook. The rain date for this outing will be Sunday, October 11. 
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Focus on 
SERVICE 

 

           Two Talent Project II: The Reckoning 

 Several years ago, we tried an experiment. In the middle of a worship service, we 
gave two fifty dollar bills to each kid in our youth group along with a note that read, 
“We trust you. Go and work with this money and try to double it and then use it in 
ways that help people and honor God. Then come back and tell us what you were 
able to do with it.”  Nine months later they came back and shared with the 
congregation all the wonderful things they had done.  
     Excited by what had happened here at Redeemer, we resolved to extend this 
“two talent project” by giving away $1100 to the youth group at Jesus People USA. 
Unfortunately, we never were able to arrange for them to come to Redeemer to talk 
about what they’d done, but we recently got some feedback about what happened 
to the money. Here are some excerpts… 
     "I doubled my money and gave it to a friend who was going to Rwanda. Thank 
you very much." (Asa, 16) 
     "I gave the money toward our class trip to Peru, to help us visit the orphans and 
teach them about God. Thank you very much for helping us spread the word." 
(Alana, 17) 
     "I used my money to support an orphanage in Peru called the Casa Luz (House 
of Light Children's Home).The money will be used to help buy art supplies, toys, 
food and clothes. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to help these children." 
(Gretchen, 17) 
     JPUSA’s youth leader, Debbie Pagan, also reports that two other boys did a 
matching fund donation to an organization that builds homes in Africa. They sent 
$400 to this cause. Several others used their money for a mission trip to China. A 
few donated money to Invisible Children, an organization building schools in 
Uganda.  
     Debbie says that “although they did not double their money in the traditional 
sense, the kids multiplied their money by using it to further the work of God 
worldwide. Thanks for believing in them and for giving them this opportunity!” 
  

           Annual Crop Walk: October 18 
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The Niles/Park Ridge CROP Walk is an annual event through Church World 
Service that supports the Maine Township Food Pantry. This year, the six- and 
three-mile walks will take place at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 18, beginning 
at Our Lady of Ransom Catholic Church, 8300 N. Greenwood, in Niles.  
     Fundraising, however, begins now!  You can register online at 
www.cropwalk.org (just be sure to sign up for the Niles/Park Ridge CROP walk), 
or see Aneel Trivedi for more information (aneeltrivedi@gmail.com). There’s also 
a Facebook group (Niles/Park Ridge CROP walk) with more information on the 
walk and Church World Service. 
     This is an outstanding opportunity for Redeemer to work with the other 
churches in our community and help some hungry folks right here in the 
suburbs. We need walkers, and we need supporters—please consider doing 
one, or both! 
     Also, we've secured three dates in September for a Jewel/Osco fundraiser.  
Five percent of any shopping you do on September 14-16 at Jewel (with a CROP 
Walk coupon) will go to the Niles/Park Ridge CROP walk. Forms are available in 
the church entryway. 
                                                                                                         – Aneel Trivedi  
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TRANSITIONS 
 
 
 
 
 

Paige Elizabeth Dummler, the granddaughter of Al an d Pat 
Dummler and the daughter of Scott and Karen, was ba ptized on 
June 14.  
 
Beth Fuhrman and Chad Christenson were married at R edeemer 
on June 20.  
 
Orville Eness passed away on July 20 after a long a nd vigorous 
life. The funeral was held at Redeemer on July 24.  
 
Joel Payne, one of our former worship leaders at ou r Encounter 
service, is undergoing training to become an active  duty chaplain 
in the U.S. military. 
 
Heidi Murken, one of our former Ministry in Context  students, was 
married on August 29 to Brian Borkenhagen at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Grafton, Wisconsin.  
 
Eric Johnson celebrated Holy Communion for the firs t time on 
August 30 at the Encounter service. 
 
Patricia Mclean will be coming to Redeemer as a Min istry in 
Context student for the 2009-2010 school year on Se ptember 6. A 
former high school teacher, Patricia is a seminary student from 
the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago.  

      Feeding the Hungry – Two Places at Once 
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     Members of Redeemer will have two opportunities to serve the homeless on 
Sunday, October 25. That night is our regularly scheduled visit to the REST 
women’s shelter in Chicago’s uptown neighborhood at 1011 West Wilson 
Avenue.  
     Or, volunteers can choose to stay a bit closer to home that evening and help 
host the Sunday Night Supper at St. Paul of the Cross, 320 S. Washington in 
Park Ridge. The Sunday Night Suppers were started in the beginning of the year 
by the Park Ridge Ministerial Association after the PADS shelter proposal was 
rejected. The meals are always at St. Paul of the Cross but hosted every Sunday 
evening by different churches of all denominations throughout the community. 
     Volunteers will also be needed in the kitchen following the Encounter Service 
to help prepare all of the food. And, to make things even easier, we will be 
making one huge entrée and dividing it up between the locations.   
     If you have any questions or would like more information on the St. Paul of the 
Cross supper, please contact Susan Parenti at slparenti@aol.com. For 
information on the REST women’s shelter, contact Tracy Sommerfeldt at 
jtsommerfeldt@msn.com. 
 

 


