Seasons and Stages

For years now, using “journey” as a
metaphor for the Christian life has had a
good run. It's powerfully suggestive and
deeply biblical. It connects to core biblical
themes of movement, wilderness,
promised land, and walking by faith.

That said, there are also crucial things
to be learned from thinking about
ourselves as creatures who live in God’s
time. The longer we live in time, the more
chances we have to experience both the
seasons and the stages of our faith life.

We learn, for example, that there’s a
definite seasonal, cyclical side to faith.
We begin to intuit how things tend to
recur in recognizable cyclical patterns.
So, for example, we experience
alternating seasons of spiritual dryness,
rapid growth, dormancy, hidden
germination, breakthrough, and so on.
And then the whole process seems to
repeat itself. And after a few rounds of
this, we start to think, “Okay, | know this
feeling. I've been here before.”

But not all of our faith life proceeds
cyclically. It doesn’t only just go round
and round. Sometimes there seem to be
discernible developmental stages
where words like progress and maturing
seem to be appropriate.

Just as we develop physically in
distinct stages from childhood to
adolescence to adulthood to old age, our
faith also undergoes distinct stages. Each
time we move to a new stage of faith,
there’s a palpable sense of novelty,
progress, and distinctiveness. And when
we reach a new threshold, we start to
think, “Hmm, this is different. | haven’t
been here before.”

Just beginning to think this way can be
enormously helpful. It can prompt us to
start asking ourselves all kinds of
important questions. What time is it,
spiritually speaking? What season of the
soul am | going through right now? How
has God helped me through this in the
past? And what stage of faith am |
operating on? Am | where | ought to be?
Am | stuck somehow? Is God calling me
to a more mature way of living out my
faith?

In November and early December
we’'ll be exploring these kinds of
guestions in a six-week message series,
“Seasons of the Soul and Stages of
Faith.” The idea is to get a better handle
on what's happening in our faith life so
that we can open ourselves up to God’s
transforming power.

For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven...
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

When | was a child, | spoke like a child, |
thought like a child, | reasoned like a
child; when | became an adult, | put an
end to childish ways.

(1 Corinthians 13:11)

Get ready for a season of discovery
and a time of maturing.
— Pastor F red
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To take the survey go to:
http://tcindex.tagsurvey.orqg/

Church ID: redeemer1009
Password: parkridge
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Well, we're not sure yet, because
between now and November 16, the
survey is still going on. We're asking
every member and attendee of
Redeemer (age 15 and over) to complete
an online survey offered by TAG
Consulting.

We're using the fascinating
Transforming Church Index , a tool
used to gather input on a variety of key
church indicators, including
Communications, Outreach, Member
Satisfaction, Financial Matters, and
others.

The survey itself consists of 135
questions and takes about 10 to 25
minutes to complete. Our self-
assessment will then be compared to
how other churches rate themselves in
the world’s largest church database (over
25,000 churches).

Obviously, the more participation we
get, the more the survey’s going to tell us
about both our strengths and our weaker
areas. We'll be receiving a comprehensive
55-page report, as well as a debriefing
session with Pastor John Holm, a TAG
consultant, in early December.

At our next large-scale Leadership
Meeting, scheduled for January 9, we’'ll
discuss the results of the survey and look
for ways to integrate those insights into
our new draft Strategy Statement, to
design a plan to move ahead in the next
few years.

To take the survey, simply go online at
http://tcindex.tagsurvey.ord/. For the
Login, the Church ID is redeemer1009
and the password is parkridge. For more
information about how to participate,
check with Karen Palandri, the church
secretary.

In last month’s lead article “Hey Coach!” Pastor Fred talked about the promise
and potential of spiritual coaching and extended an invitation to be part of an

initial group of coachees.

Since then, a number of people have taken the opportunity to experience
what amounts to a “spiritual check-up,” and some have embarked on an on-going
coaching relationship. So we're off to a good start!

That said, there’s still room for more of you to take advantage of this
opportunity if you feel God leading you in this direction. If you'd like to find out if
spiritual coaching is for you, talk to Pastor Fred or send him an email at

finl13@comcast.net.

Mandi Wittmus.

Megan Willis was born to Mike and Michelle Willis on October 11.

Amy Witte and Larry Pearson were married at Redeemer on October 24.
Redeemer welcomed the following new members on October 18: Sureya
DelReal and her children Angela, Anthony and Alex, Jose Gonzalez,

Pearl Irwin, Marcus Kunz and his wife Martha Halls and their sons Andrew
and Daniel, Aneel and Sarah Trivedi, and their sons Noah and Ethan, and

Tony Aukett Jr. was confirmed on October 25.
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You may remember me from my time on staff working with Reimagine Worship. When |
was with you, my husband and | had just begun an adoption process. This summer, we
traveled to Ghana, West Africa to complete the adoption of our four-year-old girl, Faith
Kaakum Kenshol. Everywhere we went, we heard “Akwaaba! You are welcome here!”

When we got the call that we could bring our girl home, we packed in a hurry,
wondering what sort of toys are good for a preschooler on a plane, would she call us
mom and dad right away or ever, if M&Ms were a good way to taste America, and good
things to bring home with us, to make her transition a little easier. From our meeting in
a judge’s chambers to the U.S. consulate and embassy, our experiences were far-
reaching but drove home one point: kids are kids wherever you go. And parents are
parents, wanting the best for their children.

Our time in Ghana was filled with heartache and hope. We got to spend time at her
orphanage, meet her extended birth family, and have lunch with her closest living blood
relative, her grandfather’s brother. Some 70 people in her family call their village of
Obili home. One of the elders at our meeting together, talked about how the world has
changed, and anyone can go anywhere. “Our prayer is that she goes and becomes
what she is meant to be, and that she will not forget us and who she has come from,”
he told us. I'm so thankful for your prayers and support; without them, I'm sure we’d still
be waiting.

We're about to celebrate three months home. Faith has grown three inches — which
shows what a little love and good nutrition will do for you! Our hearts continue to grow
for her and for all the children in that region of Ghana.

About 10 years ago, my husband, Doug, and our friend George Guri in that region
of the country, formed the Upper West Science Foundation to extend math and science
education, as well as to provide scholarships for school fees for kids who show promise
but can't afford the mandatory school fees. The orphanage where Faith lived, called the
Lawra Methodist Nutrition Centre, just lost its funding from Catholic Charities. The
orphanage relied on that organization for weekly dispersals of food and medicine. The
world-wide economic crunch has become a daily crisis in this area of Ghana where the
majority of folks already live on less than $500 a year. With the Guri’'s in Ghana, we
continue to work to raise awareness for ongoing needs of the Dagati people in this
region of Ghana. Our family would be happy to come and talk with you about Ghana,
people’s courage and faith, and the challenges and opportunities they face.

Thank you for letting me share our good news!

-Amy Wiegert
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Maybe one of the problems with how evangelism is often done (or not done) by church
people is that we think of it as a lonely, intimidating exercise. But it's more practical,
rewarding, fun, and effective when we do it together as a team. And so we got a team
together and went to a recent Metro Chicago Synod evangelism event in Naperville
with several hundred other people.

Apparently it was the biggest turnout for an evangelism event in the ELCA in recent
years. So, there’s a hunger in our congregations for practical, effective, and “normal”
ways to share our faith. The theme of the conference was “A Hole in the Roof,” which
was a reference to the Gospel story of the efforts of a team of people who tore a hole in
the roof in order to get a paralyzed man close to Jesus.

We'd like to build on that experience and gather a team of people at Redeemer
whose hearts are stirred to do what it takes to get our friends and neighbors close to
Jesus so that they might find abundant life in him. We’'ll probably do some big-picture
thinking, as well as some practical things like first-time visitor follow-up, planning and
designing outreach mailings, and working toward a “Friendship Sunday” in 2010.

The team members so far: Aneel Trivedi, Dick Buchholz, Dan Tornil, Mike Willis and
Pastor Fred. Interested in being a part of this? Talk to any of us. We’'ll be gathering
together soon to get things up and going.

The book sale originally scheduled for Saturday, November 14
has been postponed until sometime in early 2010. We will keep
you posted and let you know when we have a confirmed date.

Until then, continue to save those slightly used books,
cassette tapes, videos and DVDs.

Sunday, December 6
Friday, December 11

Sunday, December 20

Thursday, December 24
Sunday, December 27
Saturday, January 9

Sunday, January 10

Church Decorating, 12:15 p.m.
Redeemer Christmas Party, 7:0 0 p.m.

Children’s Christmas Program,
combined 10 a.m. service

Christmas Eve Worship, 4:00 p.m. & 10:30 p.m.
Combined Worship Service, 10: 30 a.m.
Winter Leadership Meeting, 8: 30 a.m.

Church De-Decorating, 12:15p. m.
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First Communion Classes to Begin Soon! Focus on
WORSHIP

Classes for those students who are ready for their first communion will be held
on Saturday, November 14, and Saturday, November 21, from noon until 1 p.m.
Bring your Bibles and your smiles for a lively discussion about Jesus' community
meal. We are planning to celebrate First Communion on Sunday, November 29.

Please contact seminarian Patricia McClean at (847) 638-1121 with any
questions.

Prayer Team Meets in Cyberspace

In addition to a faithful prayer group that meets at church every Monday evening, an
ePrayer Team prays regularly for concerns and thanksgivings of individual people,
Redeemer church, and our cities and world. Currently Pastor Carol Breimeier is the one
gathering prayer requests and sending out emails to the team.

So, two invitations: First, if you have any prayer requests, please email Pastor Carol at
crbl015@comcast.net or pass the word to Pastor Carol via Pastor Fred. Second, if you'd
like to join the team and receive ePrayer Team emails, send a note to Pastor Carol.

Corn Maze Outing Takes an Unexpected Turn
Focus on

The Youth Group had a blast bowling! What started out as a trip to the corn maze, turned DISCIPLESHIP
into a trip to a bowling alley in Vernon Hills.

We started off driving to the corn maze, but God’s weather forecast had other ideas.
Midway through our one-hour drive it began to pour, so we scrambled to find something
else to do. We found a bowling alley about two minutes away from where we pulled off the
road. God is good.

We had eight youth attend the event. A great time was had by all. The youth had fun
getting to know each other, playing in the arcade, and beating me at bowling. We hope to
have many more fellowship as well as service events for the youth throughout the school
year.

-Mike Willis
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From Friday, September 18 to Saturday the 19, 13 women from Redeemer gathered at
the Portiuncula Center for Prayer in Frankfort, Ill. We had the opportunity to get away
from our normal routines to “be” with ourselves, with each other, and with God.

During our sessions with Peggy Fergus, our retreat presenter, we were reminded of
the many ways God'’s grace embraces and enhances our lives. The format of the retreat
allowed us time to explore the beautiful grounds of the center on a wonderful fall day.

Mark your calendars for next year as we already have the retreat center booked for
September 10 and 11. Coming just on Saturday will also be an option for next year. Our
planning team already has some great ideas for next year so be sure to join us!!

-Gerri Huffman
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Good news! From rapping the books of the New Testament to singing Bible verses to — in
the case of our toddlers and kindergartners — fishing for men, literally, Redeemer’s
Sunday school children are busy learning The Good News, the Gospels, that is.

Led by Marcus Kunz and our team of dedicated teachers, our Sunday school children
are engaged and on a faith journey that begins with the entire toddler through fifth-grade
students re-enacting plays and playing Bible verse trivia games. The fun continues in
small group activities and, with any luck, our children’s faith “incubates” nightly at home
with parents and siblings as children discuss their highs and lows of their day and pray
for their fellow students and teachers.

Children seem to be enjoying the new format of Sunday morning meetings, as it gives
them something new to enjoy in the large group while preserving time spent with their
individual Sunday school teachers.

We will continue to study the Gospels until Thanksgiving, at which time the children
will begin to rehearse for our Christmas program. If you have any questions about

Sunday School, please contact Karen Burkum (5burkums@gmail.com). We will take up Ethan Webb, Aiden Lawrence
the Gospels again in January. and Aine Murtagh pose by the
-Karen Burkum stained glass window they

made as part of their Sunday
morning artwork. Not pictured,
but whose artwork is included
in the stained glass, are
Katrina Schubert, Mary O’Brien
and Alex Rich.

| forgot the checkbook....l can’t find the church envelopes.... | can’'t remember
whether | got caught up with my pledge after vacation....l would really like to be
more disciplined in my giving, but | need a strategy!

Do any of these comments resonate with you? If so, then the Simply Giving
program may be the solution for you. Simply Giving is a way to give
electronically, freeing you of the burden of writing a check every week.

By filling out an authorization form, specifying your account details, the
amount and frequency of withdrawals, you can make your pledged donations to
Redeemer in much the same way as your mortgage or other regularly scheduled
payments.

Cards for you to place in the offering plate will be available as you enter the
sanctuary, indicating that you are donating electronically. Authorization forms will
be available for pick up in the coffee area for those who are interested in signing
up. Please turn completed forms in to the office for processing.

-Conni Brown
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If it sounds like a sequel to a
blockbuster hit, that's because that's
exactly what it is. Last May's Faith in
Action Weekend was a rousing
success, with more than 100 people
from Redeemer involved in 14
different ministries.

We raised the profile of our core
value of Service by taking literally the
admonition “Don’t go to church. Be the
church.” And the following weekend
we did come to church to share
testimonies about where we saw God
in action the previous week. It was
important, powerful, life-changing
stuff.

In fact, it was too good, too
important, too life-changing for it to be
a one-time thing. So we're trying to
build on it in two ways. First, we’'ll be
meeting with Faith in Action team
leaders on Sunday, November 22 at
12:30 p.m. on the balcony to discuss
the possibility of having monthly
service weekends that offer

opportunities for us to serve in
different ways (nursing home, senior
visits, Habitat for Humanity,
ecological clean-up, prison ministry,
etc.).

We've also begun planning for
Faith in Action Il and have set a
date of May 16, 2010. This time
we’re encouraging everyone to
invite our unchurched friends to “not
go to church with us,” on May 16,
and instead to go with us to serve
others.

We'll also be asking them, of
course, to come the following week
to worship with us and to hear
stories from the front lines of
service.

Why service “with an attitude?”
We're not talking Hollywood hype or
surly waiters. We're talking about
the attitude of our Lord Jesus, who
came “not to be served, but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

On December 5 from 10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. we will join Holy Cross Lutheran Church of
Libertyville and other Lake Country organizations in partnering with Feed My Starving
Children, a non-profit Christian organization committed to feeding God's starving children
hungry in body and spirit.

We will be going to Lake Country Fairgrounds in Grayslake, Ill., to pack one million
meals to be distributed to starving children globally. We will meet at Redeemer at
9 a.m. and carpool to the event.

Our goal is to raise $170,000 and to pack one million meals. To achieve this goal, they
need 5,000 volunteers. Redeemer has signed up for 30 slots (we can get more) and we
need your help.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Mike Willis at
Michael.C.Willis@gmail.com or (773) 484-8187 no later than November 20.
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Thanks in part to the support of 11 walkers and numerous other donors from Redeemer;
the Niles/Park Ridge CROP Walk was a huge success.

More than 200 total walkers took to the streets of Park Ridge on Sunday, October 18 for
the Maine Township Food Pantry’s biggest fundraiser of the year. Financial totals are still
being collected and counted, but early estimates are somewhere around $20,000 raised.

A great big thank you to all who participated — and remember that the Food Pantry
needs our support all year long.

-Aneel Trivedi

Five Redeemer volunteers served about 60 men, women and children at St. Paul of the
Cross in downtown Park Ridge late last month for the church’s weekly Sunday Night
Supper. The Sunday Night Suppers were started by the Park Ridge Ministerial Association
after the PADS shelter proposal was rejected. The meals are always at St. Paul of the
Cross, 320 S. Washington, but hosted every Sunday evening by different churches of all
denominations throughout the community.

Thanks to the excellent menu planning of Susan Parenti, Redeemer served baked ham,
sweet potatoes, mixed veggies, rolls and beverages. Stay tuned for future volunteer
opportunities with this very important ministry.

-Carla Aukett

Due to the holidays, the REST schedule has been adjusted for a few months.
Rather than going on the last Sunday of the month, Redeemer will be visiting the
Uptown shelter on the following dates:

Sunday, November 22
Sunday, January 24
Sunday, February 14 (Valentine’s Day!)
Sunday, March 28

(Beginning in March we will once again return to the last Sunday of the month).




